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WADRA 
WADRA June 2020 Newsletter 
 
We hope this finds all our members safe and well. The WADRA Committee felt that in the 
current situation, with people isolating in their homes, it would be useful to put out a Newsletter 
to keep everyone informed of WADRA activity. If you have questions, or need assistance, please 
email the Committee at info@wadra.org.uk. We are happy to help. 
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Chazey Farm and the Tithe Barn 
 
After 20 years of procrastination, some small steps have been taken recently to prevent the 
collapse of the grade 1 listed Tithe Barn at Chazey Court Farm (at the end of The 
Warren).  Scaffolding has been erected to shore up the barn and a tin roof put over the tiles to 
prevent leakage and further damage. This temporary repair work has been done by In Mind, a 
healthcare services group (successor to Westfield Estates) that owns an adjacent site on which it 
plans to build a nursing home. In Mind is hoping to develop a 78-bed nursing home under a 1996 
Planning Application which was approved after Appeal in July 2004. 
  
While most Residents welcome the saving of the Tithe Barn, many are opposed to the nursing 
home development. The recent work has involved more than 80 deliveries by 30-ton HGV’s 
travelling along the narrow Warren delivering hard core to the site over a 10-day period at the 
end of April. Since then a number of trees have fallen or had to be cut down due to subsidence 
on the road.   Reading Borough Council, RBC, will not allow development to proceed until a 
“Certificate of Lawfulness” has been presented.   As of 18 June, this was said to be near 
completion.    
 
The decision on whether the building goes ahead seems to hinge on whether there was a 
“Deemed Start” to the work in 2009, whether the site was abandoned between July/Aug 2009 
and April 2020, and whether the developers have complied with various conditions imposed by 
RBC, the Environment Agency, and the Appeal Conditions. RBC have stated they will inform 
residents (including hopefully WADRA) and allow comments on the contents of the “Certificate 
of Lawfulness” before any decision is made.  
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Mapledurham Playing Fields 
 
Since lockdown began, WADRA has been inundated with calls and emails from residents 
complaining about the noise, vibration and behaviour of Kier, the construction company working 
on Mapledurham Playing Fields. The WADRA Committee has been working with residents, RBC, 
and Kier to try to alleviate residents’ increasing distress.  
 
A number of residents closest to the construction site are vulnerable and therefore have been 
unable to leave their homes.  The noise and fumes from work vehicles has meant it has not been 
possible to sit outside and the vibrations have caused damage to homes including cracks in walls 
and a broken window. Dust has covered most of the surrounding area and HGVs have parked in 
residential streets and done damage to verges. Recently, CCTV cameras have been have been 
erected by Kier which are visible from residents properties and therefore have the potential of 
infringing their privacy. Sadly, a number of WADRA residents have suffered detriment to their 
mental and physical health due to the activities associated with the construction. Kier’s 
employees had been ignoring social distancing and the company’s response to criticism has been 
to surround the area with white plastic so the public can no longer see into the site.  
 
Despite numerous calls and emails to Kier, their CEO, the site foreman and their Health and 
Safety department, along with calls to the Health & Safety Executive for England (HSE), local 
councillor Isobel Ballsdon, local MP Matt Rodda, the Government’s MP for Business, Alok 
Sharma, and the Considerate Constructors Scheme the work has not been stopped and the 
residents have continued to suffer.  
 
WADRA also contacted BBC South who filmed and interviewed residents for an item on BBC 
South 6 o’clock news.   

 
It is widely felt that the lack of concern over the plight of residents may be because hundreds of 
residents took legal action to try to stop the sale of MPF trust land for the purpose of building a 
school.  However, WADRA’s Committee has accepted that the school is being built.  The concern 
now is that in these unprecedented times, the site should have been shut down to prevent 
causing such distress to residents.   

 
We are happy to report that Kier has engaged a liaison for The Heights construction. The Liaison 
is employed independently of Kier and his role is to serve as a conduit between WADRA, 
individual residents and the main contractor Kier. He will be answering to any concerns about the 
on-going construction works, as well as addressing, damage to homes and property, privacy 
issues, and the reduction of noise and vibration. 
 
WADRA would like to see the integration of the school community into the area be a positive 
experience for all involved. There are concerns that the school will have a negative impact in 
particular on the surrounding residents, based on the experience of residents living close to The 
Heights temporary site. Despite previous requests having been refused, WADRA has again 
requested that school representatives meet with MPF user representatives and residents to see 
how we can ensure that their integration into the area is smooth and positive for all.  
 

MPF Pavilion Refurbishment 
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It is close to ten years from the start of WADRA’s efforts to bring community events and 
initiatives back to MPF and its Pavilion. According to RBC, the refurbished building will be 
completed at end of October 2020. It includes new football changing rooms, additional meeting 
rooms, and a new kitchen.  The refurbishment funds did not cover kitchen equipment but one of 
WADRA’s members, Shaun Tanner, has generously arranged via a donation, for some of the 
kitchen equipment to be provided.  
 
We have secured several industrial kitchen free-standing work and storage units, a double sink, 
dishes, cutlery and a number of other smaller items. The kitchen will still require a refrigerator, 
hob and oven in order to be up and running. RBC will not include the provision of this equipment, 
nor its installation, so we would welcome assistance from anyone who would be qualified to do 
this work. If you can help, please contact the WADRA Committee.    
 
Events and Initiatives 
 
Care for Calais: As part of the requirement to empty the Pavilion before the refurbishment work 
began, WADRA donated all of the remaining camping gear stock to the organisation Care for 
Calais. We hope to re-instate the Reading Festival Recycling for Tickets programme in 2021.  
 
Traditional MPF Events: The Summer Fair, Reading Festival Recycling, and Camping Gear Sales 
will all start again as soon as the Pavilion refurbishment is completed. We hope to hold a 
Christmas Fayre in early December 2020.  
 
Yard Sale Trail – Late July 2020: We are proposing a ‘Yard Sale Trail’ in 25 July for residents to 
sell all of the unwanted items that have been cleared out during lockdown.  A Yard Sale is a 
coordinated day where residents can sell off all of their still usable, but unwanted items. This 
could also be an opportunity for local artists and crafts people to sell from their front gardens. 
We will also consider including residents outside the WADRA catchment depending on demand.  
 

For a small sum, WADRA will include your location on a map, advertise the event and provide 
signs for your garden. All you need to do is to put your sale items into your front garden and 

ensure that you can social distance. 
More guidance will follow and we will begin to advertise at the beginning of July. In the 

meantime, if you would be interested in participating please contact WADRA at 
info@wadra.org.uk 
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Contact Us 
 
Questions or Concerns: If you have any questions for WADRA or any concerns about issues in the community, please 
contact the Committee at info@wadra.org.uk 
 
Volunteering to support WADRA: If you have some ideas for community events, fundraising events, a community 
initiative, would like to become more involved with WADRA or the running of an event, please contact the WADRA 
Committee at info@wadra.org.uk.  
 
Elisa Miles, Chair     Robin Bentham  Robert O’Neill 
Martin Brommell, Secretary    Pam Reynolds  Alistair McLean 
Hayley Brommell, Treasurer   Phil Darlow  Jane Bickerstaff 
 
 
 
 

Michael Noel Eggleton OBE 
 
 
Sadly, on 2nd January 2020, Mike Eggleton, OBE, past 
WADRA Committee member passed away. As a 
member of the WADRA Committee for many years 
he was committed to the ethos of WADRA and 
supported all good causes to benefit the local 
community. Mike had a notable career in sustainable 
energy which he continued to keep a hand in after 
his retirement, was active in the restoration of 
Caversham Court and in Rotary. He was a member of 
a number of organisations and community groups, 
but his contribution to WADRA was immeasurable, 
as well as his enthusiasm, kindness, humor, 
intelligence and friendship. Mike will be missed by 
all who knew him and his participation in our 
community not soon forgotten.  
 

 


